
 

 

 

Hon. William Dato – Associate Justice, California Court of 

Appeal, Fourth District 

Justice William Dato was confirmed to the Court of Appeal, 

Fourth Appellate District, Division One in February 2017. 

Previously he was a judge of the San Diego Superior Court 

for 13 years, serving as supervising judge of the North 

County branch, presiding judge of the court’s appellate 

division, and in a variety of substantive assignments. 

Before his appointment to the bench, Justice Dato was a 

certified appellate law specialist in private practice and 

worked as an appellate court staff attorney with the 

California Supreme Court and California Court of Appeal. He 

has also been an adjunct professor at both the University of San Diego School of Law and California 

Western School of Law, teaching appellate practice and products liability.  He is currently a 

member of the California Commission on Judicial Performance. 

Married and the father of four children, Justice Dato is a native San Diegan. He received his law 

degree from University of California, Los Angeles in 1980 and his bachelor’s degree in political 

science and economics from San Diego State University in 1977. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


