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Finalists announced for 2024 ITA
Sally Ride STEM Award

Promoting learning and careers in science, technology, engineering, arts and math.
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April 30, 2024 (https://sallyridescience.ucsd.edu/finalists-announced-for-2024-ita-sally-ride-stem-award/) by Sally

Ride Science (https://sallyridescience.ucsd.edu/author/mking/) Posted in " News Releases
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The Intercollegiate Tennis Association (ITA) has announced three finalists for the 2024 ITA Sally Ride STEM Award

(https://wearecollegetennis.com/awards/ita-sally-ride-stem-award/).
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 UMass Dartmouth’s Mckenzie Ferrari Named 2023 ITA

Sally Ride STEM Award Winner

(https://sallyridescience.ucsd.edu/umass-dartmouths-

‘I am Sally Ride’ is next title in inspiring children’s book

series written by Brad Meltzer and illustrated by

Christopher Eliopoulos

(https://sallyridescience.ucsd.edu/i-am-sally-ride-is-next-

The award was endowed by Tam O’Shaughnessy, Sally Ride’s life partner and co-founder and executive director of

Sally Ride Science, to honor an outstanding female collegiate tennis player who plans to pursue graduate studies

in a STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) field.

Ride, America’s first woman in space, played tennis at Stanford University, where she e her doctorate in physics.

The recipient of the award receives an $8,000 grant to pursue her dreams. This year’s finalists (from left to right in

photo) are:

Hannah Kassaie of Case Western Reserve University

Allison Riley of Allegheny College

Nicole Nowak of Sewanee: The University of the South

“The finalists for the 2024 ITA Sally Ride STEM Award are exceptional scholar-athletes,” O’Shaughnessy said. “Just

like Sally, each young woman built her strength of mind, body and spirit through sports and science. And just like

Sally, each will inspire the next generation of girls—through her example—to strive and persevere, to dream big!”

ITA Chief Executive Officer Dr. Timothy Russell said, “The ITA has one of the most robust awards programs in all of

college athletics, and the ITA Sally Ride STEM Award honors one of the best of the best in our sport.”

The ITA Sally Ride STEM Award is now in its third year. Previous recipients were McKenzie Ferrari from UMass

Dartmouth (https://wearecollegetennis.com/2023/06/29/2023-ita-sally-ride-stem-award-winner/) (2023) and Anna

Tifrea from the California Institute of Technology (https://wearecollegetennis.com/2022/07/06/2022-ita-sally-ride-

stem-award-winner/) (2022).

Go to the ITA website (https://wearecollegetennis.com/2024/04/30/finalists-announced-for-the-2024-ita-sally-ride-

stem-award/) to learn more about the finalists and about the award.
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Forbes on SALLY documentary: Why Sally Ride’s Legacy Still Challenges the Culture Of STEM

(https://sallyridescience.ucsd.edu/forbes-on-sally-documentary-why-sally-rides-legacy-still-challenges-the-

culture-of-stem/) June 24, 2025
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