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Summer Guide for Kids:
Summertime STEM programs
inspire goals, nurture minds

Promoting learning and careers in science, technology, engineering, arts and math.
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By Allison Keltner, The San Diego Union-Tribune

May 13, 2018

Think summer is for sleeping in, watching TV and hanging out at the pool or beach? Maybe spending a week at

camp playing Capture the Flag and doing arts and crafts?

Not anymore — more and more summer programs are designed to prepare students for STEM (science,

technology, engineering and math) careers or equip them with other real-life skills.

( . . . )

Sally Ride Science: Junior Academy

Once you know you’re interested in a certain career path, what next? The Sally Ride Science Junior Academy

(http://sallyridescience.ucsd.edu/junior-academy/), through UC San Diego

(http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/education/colleges-universities/uc-san-diego-OREDU0000073-

topic.html), offers creative workshops in topics ranging from computer programming to neuroscience to

filmmaking to architecture. There are workshops for middle school and high school students and one-, two- and

four-week workshops, all held at Mission Bay High School. Classes include lots of hands-on activities and

experiences, and they’re taught by UC grad students and faculty members who are experts in their fields. For

some workshops, students can get pre-college credit and request official transcripts for job interviews,

internships and college applications.

With a name like Sally Ride Science (https://sallyridescience.ucsd.edu/) — for the first American woman in space

— it’s not surprising that the workshops also incorporate stories of women conducting research in each field. In

some cases, those women are in the workshops: Tritons for Sally Ride Science is a group of undergraduates who

work with the program and focus on getting students excited about STEM education and careers.

“Students aren’t just being taught by industry experts; they’re taught by students,” said Megan Lancaster,

manager of pre-college and career preparation programs at UC San Diego and program director for the Sally Ride

Science Junior Academy.

“Kristine Khieu, for example, wants to be an astronaut. She’s there, showing her passion, and students see how

she got there and say, ‘Why can’t I?’ ”

All the workshops are half-day sessions, but there are morning and afternoon time slots, so a student could enroll

in two workshops and possibly spend the morning studying astrobiology and then build a Rube Goldberg

machine in the afternoon. This year, Sally Ride Science is also offering early drop-off and late pickup options to

make it easier on parents.
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 Fallbrook STEAM camp marks a new kind of

partnership for Sally Ride Science

(https://sallyridescience.ucsd.edu/fallbrook-steam-camp-

marks-a-new-kind-of-partnership-for-sally-ride-science/)

Watch video: U.S. Postal Service dedicates Forever stamp

honoring Sally Ride

(https://sallyridescience.ucsd.edu/watch-video-us-postal-

service-dedicates-forever-stamp-honoring-sally-ride/) 

Sally Ride Science (is) seeing interest in (its) programs grow each year . . .

“We’re expecting 1,400 kids over the four weeks — last year, we had 550,” Lancaster said.

Allison Keltner is a freelance writer in San Diego.
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